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ôThe East York Gardenõ is the Newsletter of the East York Garden Club  

Photo: Orange Tulips  Credit: Austra Gulens 

Please Note: All of our Garden Club meetings are on hold until 
the situation is resolved with the Corona Virus, COVID-19.  
We will try to continue with some events if they can be done safely on-line, 
like the People¬s Choice Photo Contest. Thank you so much to all those 
individuals who sent in their photos, so we could continue with the contest. 

We will continue to reach out to all of you online, and we will continue with the EYGC 
newsletter. This could be an opportune time to write that article for the newsletter that 
you never seemed to have enough time to before. We also want to hear from our 
members letting us know what sorts of things they have been doing to help get them 
through this very difficult time. If you have any inspiring words, or words of comfort, 
please send them along for the newsletter. Also, Spring has thankfully arrived, and I¬m 
sure a lot of you have been taking photos of your spring gardens, and we would love to 
see them! So send a couple of photos of what¬s blooming in your garden, for all of us to 
enjoy. 

Michael Woods, Editor & Art Director, EYGC Newsletter 
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The East York Garden Club is 

a member of:  

The Ontario Horticultural 

Association, District 5.  
 

Meetings are held on the third 
Thursday of each month (except 
July, August and December) in 

the Stan Wadlow Clubhouse, 373 
Cedarvale Avenue, at 7:30 pm.  

 
Refreshments are available at 

7:00 pm. The Clubhouse is 
wheelchair accessible. Visitors are 

always welcome.  
 

Yearly membership fees are 
$20.00 for a single, $30.00 for a 

family. To inquire about 
membership, please contact:  

 
Cristina Brown at:  

416-755-9077 
 

Visit us on the web:  

www.eygc.ca  
 

President:  
Diane Dyson  

 
Vice President:  

Rosalind Regnier  

 
Newsletter Editor/Art Director:  

Michael Woods  

 

 

May - June 2020 EYGC Newsletter Photo 
Credits Various Photos:   

Alan Barber, Dianne Cavanaugh, Diane Dyson, 
Barbara Fairbanks, Malcolm Geast, Austra Gulens, 

Anna Leggatt, Nola McConnan, Anita Millar, 
Wendy Plume, Rick Plume, Sonia Van Heerden, 

Michael Woods 

Cover Photo 
Have you got a photo that says to you: 

 ñOqr« r« ;¯z·à!¯p¯«® r|  

.]«® X~ªy ò 
Send it in to the newsletter for a chance to be on the 

cover of the next or future Newsletter!  
(Landscape format is best) 
woods-eygc@bell.net   

 

ñ>aybe more than ever before in my 
zrojÕ 6ô{ pª]®jo¯z ®~h]· ®~ q]´j ] 
garden. What a blessing it feels like. 
6 f]|ô® r{]pr|j ®qj µjjy« ]|h 
months ahead without the refuge it 
will provide. Perhaps you all feel the 
«]{j µ]·Úò 

Margaret Roach, Blogger Extraordinaire 
ñA Way to Gardenò - Best Garden Blog 
awaytogarden.com    

In these trying times, having a garden is a wonderful 
thing. However, if you donôt have a garden, look up 
Margaret Roachôs gardening blog. It is inspiring, and  
as EYGC member Diane Ronan says, itôs the best 
garden blog ever. Thanks Diane. 

Michael 
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Prez Patch  
by Diane Dyson 
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Diane Dyson, gardenclub@eygc.ca  

President 

The rapidness and the unknown length of the COVID-19 response has made many things 

uncertain as we all adjust. 

Our monthly, in-person EYGC membersô meetings have now had to be cancelled until at least the 

end of June, as the City of Toronto has banned larger gatherings. We have had to postpone the 

annual bus trip as well. This year, we were scheduled to go to Niagara. We are awaiting word on 

the annual East York Canada Day parade. 

The District 5 Annual General Meeting, scheduled for this Saturday, April 18
th
 in Keswick, has also 

had to be cancelled. (Bravo to EYGC which led the number of registration for that excursion. 

Almost 30 members were planning to take the day trip!) And, finally, we are still waiting on word 

about the Ontario Horticultural Association (OHA) convention in July, on pause as the organizers 

wait to see what government and health authorities recommend. 

In the meantime, EYGC Executive meets (remotely) more frequently now to consider how EYGC 

can stay connected with you. We are looking at more frequent communications (thank you 

Michael!) and the possibilities of a Facebook group and/or webinars. Expect to see us more online 

(with special thanks to Sue Wells who keeps us connected to members without internet). Feel free 

to send us more materials to share! 

Gardeners may well have an advantage in these days of being house-bound. Whether itôs given us 

more time to gaze out the window at new buds or to hunch over the earth, poking at it, we are 

connected to this place in which we have the good fortune to live. 

So I want to encourage each of us. As more people look to learn about gardening now, we can be 

the ones to spread the beauty and bounty of our gardens. Letôs share what we know. Letôs learn 

from each other. Letôs have a laugh together. In this time of physical distancing, now is the time to 

reach out to others. As gardeners know, this is the time for tending and care. Now more than ever, 

letôs connect to each other. We will reap the benefits to come.  

Keep well and grow on. 

: DD 
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 Not Everything Got Cancelled... 
The Coronavirus has had devastating effects on all of us, the whole world over. Closures, 
cancellations, physical distancing, and self isolation are just some of the things we have all had to 
embrace in order to try and stem the spread of the COVID-19 virus. It has been frustrating, 
depressing, and at times overwhelming at how insidious it has been affecting absolutely everything 
in our daily lives.  

Many events have been cancelled, but one thing that it could not cancel is the arrival of Spring. 
Thank goodness! While we have been inside looking out, the gardens have been going about their 
regular business of sprouting and growing, turning green and blooming just like nothing was out of 
the ordinary. THANK YOU GARDENS! At least Mother Nature can continue unabated, and bring 
us all some colour and joy! The spring garden has certainly helped us cope with these trying times.  
Here are some shots of what our garden was doing, that helped to put some smiles on our faces.  

Snowdrops were the first to appear, followed by Witch Hazel, Crocus, and even some Chives 
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 Not Everything Got Cancelled... 
Send us some photos of what helped you cope and get through this situation, and weôll put them in 
the next newsletter.  

Thank you, Michael Woods 
Please send photos to: gardenclub@eygc.ca or woods-eygc@bell.net 
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 Editorial 

The Climbing Rose Saga - Part II 
By Michael Woods 

Last year I wrote about wanting to find the ideal 
climbing rose to grow around our front door, so 
that each time we went in and out, we would be 
greeted with the beautiful scent of roses. We 
could imagine living in ñRose Cottageò on 
Cobblestone Lane somewhere in rural England. 
But of course without having to worry about all 
the Brexit crap. 

Well, I emailed Joanne Weber at Eastcliff 
Farms, to see if they could help me with my 
quest for an arbour to go around our front door. A 
couple of years ago, when we needed an extra 
large trellis for our clematis, Eastcliff was able to 
make a custom trellis that was based on a sketch 
that I sent to them. It was a great success, so I 
decided they were first on my list to obtain an 
arbour for our front door. 

I knew that it was going to have to be another 
custom piece, so I took some measurements, 
and prepared a sketch for Joanne to review and 
see if she could help me. After a few back and 
forth emails, and some sketch revisions to make 
sure that the structure would be sound, we 
arrived at a solution (and a priceé) that worked 
for both of us. 

The above correspondence started in January, 
and several weeks later I gave the go-ahead to 
have the custom arbour built. To my surprise, 
Joanne got back to me right away, to tell me that 
she would like to get it completed in the following 
couple of weeks, before all the spring flower 
shows started. Eastcliff Farms was to have a 
booth at Canada Blooms this year, if it hadnôt 
been cancelled, and that was the start of the 
show season for Joanne. 

True to her word, a couple of weeks later, I got 
an email from Joanne asking if she could drop off 
the arbour when she came to Toronto to start 
setting up her booth at Canada Blooms. The 
arbour was complete! I was delighted, and could 
hardly wait to see it. Unfortunately for Joanne, 
Canada Blooms was cancelled two days after 

she dropped off the arbour. 

The arbour looked great, and all we really had to 
do, was get some brackets so we could fasten it 
to the front of the house, to ensure that the rather 
heavy iron arbour would be sure to stay in place. 

The next step was to get the rose for the arbour. I 
had previously found a rose that met  most of my 
criteria on the David Austin UK website. 
However, I had decided that I needed to see if I 
could find a source here in Canada, hopefully 
where they were grown locally, improving the 
likelihood that it would survive our winters. I was 
in luck and found the rose, ñRambling Rectorò, 
at Palatine Roses in the Niagara area, where 
they grow their own stock. So, I ordered my rose, 
and was given a date in April when I could pick it 
up at their facility in Niagara.  

The trip to Niagara was a real treat. We hadnôt 
been out of the house in ages, let alone on a 

Hopefully my ``Rambling Rector`` will look like this! 
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 Editoral 
road trip. The trip went well, and Palatine Roses 
had a very efficient ñcurbsideò procedure for 
picking up the roses. We simply pulled into their 
driveway, stayed in the car, popped the trunk, 
and they loaded the roses into the car. They 
closed the trunk, and waved us on our way. No 
contact.  

We did have to let them know ahead of time 
when we would be by to pick up the plants in 
order to facilitate this, but that was certainly not 
difficult. They made it easy for us, and Iôm sure 
they were glad to make the sale, all done online 
previously.  

This was my first experience with bare root 
roses, however, I think I will leave  that story for 
another article. 

The next installment of this story will include a 
photo of our new arbour, and hopefully with a 
new rose starting to grow up onto the arbour. 

Keep safe and healthy, 

Michael 
Eastcliff Farms was scheduled to have a booth 
this year at both Canada Blooms, and the 
Peterborough Flower Show. Unfortunately  
COVID-19 had other ideas. 

You can find out more info at: 

www.eastclifffarm.ca  

They are located near Ayton, Ontario, in Grey 
County, near Hanover, Ontario. 

Rose hips are supposed to follow the blooms... 

 

òPlants contain the world. 
The garden, better than 
any college education, 
gave the world to me.ó 

Jamaica Kincaid 

òA modest garden 
contains, for those who 
know how to look and 
wait, more instruction 
than a library.ó 

Henri Frédéric Amiel 


